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The Holy Cross Herald    January 2020 

The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

      ”By the power of the holy cross….” 
 

As the Year Begins….  

The new year begins at Holy Cross like 
many of our new years, in a lull from all 
the activity of the Advent and Christmas 
celebrations.  Our Advent Conversations 
revealed a curious ambivalence about all 
the season’s activity – several of us were 
prepared to do almost nothing in the way 
of traditional Christmas celebrations, and 
we felt the need to support each other 
and those for whom the season is a time 
of difficulty and stress.   
 

We will celebrate the feast of the Epiphany 
on the 5th, the ‘eve’ of the great day, and try 
to make it a true Feast of Lights, as we 
welcome MaryAnn Robinson to the 
Bishop’s Committee and Charles Wheeler 
into membership.  After that we imagine a 
calm month (always a dangerous thing).  
We’ll take apart Christmas decorations 
the following week; then there will be the 
parish brunch on the 19th, and if all goes 
according to plan, the Bishop’s Commit-
tee meeting that day.  The Harry Potter 
group has decided to continue into the 
new year, on a once-a-month schedule (4th 
Sundays).  Its Christmas feast on Decem-
ber 29 was enjoyed by everyone;  House 
rivalries were set aside for the occasion. 

 

Throughout the month the Supper and 
Study group will continue their study of 
Genesis.  We’ve added new members this 

winter, and more are always welcome.   +  
 

 
January Calendar 

  5–  The Feast of the Epiphany observed 
  6 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
  8 – North East Council of Churches  
             at HC                                 11 am 
10 – Supper and study                      6 pm 
12 – First Sunday after Epiphany      
     Un-decorating the church and     
                      parish hall            11:30 am 
13 - AA open meeting                       8 pm      
17 – Supper and study                      6 pm 
18 – Crafting group                        10 am 
19 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 
          Parish brunch                  11:30 am 
    Bishop’s Committee meeting      Noon 
20  - AA open meeting                      8 pm          
24 – Supper and study                      6 pm 
26 – Third  Sunday after the Epiphany 
     Hogwarts Academy of Biblical Studies                  
                                                         4 pm 
27 – AA open meeting                     8 pm      
31 – Supper and study                      6 pm                    

             Birthdays 
12-  Fineghan McDonald 
16 - Bethia Nier 
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Warden's Words 

At this time of year, not  
                             just because it’s the ho- 
                             lidays, we are asked to 
give again and again.  The need is always 
great!  We finished collecting 190 cans of 
green beans for the community Christ-
mas boxes, jars of peanut butter, all sizes, 
and cans of soup for the Food Pantry.  
Last spring several of us purchased mit-
tens, gloves, hats, etc. in anticipation of  
the needs of our local schoolchildren in 
the winter weather, now here.  I delivered     
                                10 bags of them to      
                                   the school recently.   
                                  Shortly afterwards,  
                                  a sincere ‘thank      
                                 you’ for the gift , 
arrived, noting that the bags contained 
110 hats and 115 pairs of gloves. We 
have 10 more bags to deliver, and are 
thankful to be able to provide them. 
 

Then Holy Cross’s annual meeting deci-
ded to give away 50% of the proceeds 
from two years of Wine Festival sales. 
Giving it away is never a problem. 
Deciding who will receive the gifts is 
much more difficult because the need is 
always great! Thanks be to the God who 
watches over us, gives us what we need 
when we need it and the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance in getting where it should go. 
 

  A safe, blessed and  merry Christmas to you 

and yours.           + 

 

 

              Notes from the     

                     Treasurer 

                   It’s hard to believe that a new 
decade is about to begin.  New members, 
new projects, a completed parking lot – 
it’s been busy around here.  The financial 
picture, as the year closes, is also busy.  
Several local, national and international 
organizations received our Wine Festival 
proceeds: Shared Hope, Operation Smile, 
Doctors Without Borders, Heifer Project 
International and the Erie City Mission 
each received $1000.  And we got a deal: 
Shared Hope doubled our gift, and Heif-
er tripled it – timing can be everything.  

 

As to our own concerns, the parish hall is 
getting new chair cushions to improve on 
the appearance of our current miscellany. 
The parking lot is paid for, and the new 
organ is almost completely funded and 
will arrive on January 11th.  Pledge cards 
have been received and the new budget 
constructed.  We put it all together and, 
with the Holy Spirit’s help, we will be 
good stewards of all that we receive.  As 
we make ready to un-holiday our homes 
and  Holy Cross, here’s how 2019 ended 
and 2020 begins: 
          Beginning bal.         $         8 
 Incoming            10,100 
 Outgoing  9,206 

Ending bal.         $     902 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below…   
And we do! 
         Faithfully, Anne Bardol      + 
 



3 
 

 Parish record  

Welcomed into membership: 
              Rev. Charles Wheeler  
 

Short Takes . . .  

Special thanks to all those who worked so 
hard to make our Christmas bright, mer-
ry and reverent: Debby Seifert, MaryAnn 
Robinson and Joanne Hopkins, our flow-
er-ladies; the Altar Guild; the people who 
brought such lavish goodies to brunches 
and celebrations; the Babos for the Lucia 
Party; all the dishwashers, sweepers, pick-
er-uppers and decorators who created 
such a beautiful and (more or less) order-
ly season for us all. 
 

          \ --     - Former member David Pas-  
                         cale sends greetings from  
                       Florida to everyone at HC.                
                       As grateful beneficiaries of    
                      so many of David’s projects  
                    around the church and com- 
munity, we were very glad to hear that he 
is doing well in the sunny south.  
 

- The Christmas Boutique earned about 
$400 and provided Christmas cheer for a 
lot of people around town.  It didn’t get 
rid of as much stuff as we had hoped, but 
it certainly spread a lot of it around.   
 

- Advance notice: we’re on duty at the 
Food Pantry in February. Anyone who wi-
shes to join the team should speak to 
Debby Seifert. What food we are asked to 
contribute for January hasn’t been an-
nounced yet: stay tuned for the scoop.   
 

From Carol: Thanks to the whole congre-
gation for the very generous Christmas 
present, and for all your many kindnesses 
all year round.  As always, the best pre-
sent I get every year is your own faithful, 
cheerful, constant presence in my life.  
This gift will go toward financing my 
‘new’ dining room and library, which will 
always make me think of you.           
 

 - Anne Bardol, Julie Creed, Chris Babo, 
Lisa Furey, Debby Seifert, Carol Carlson 
and possibly others attended the Emmaus 
gatherings sponsored by the dioceses of 
NWPA and WNY. People were encour-
aged to identify what kinds of ministry is 
needed within and around a parish, what 
resources we have to meet those needs, 
what we require to expand our mission, 
and how people and parishes can work 
together to do that. 
 

 - Census workers needed. See Anne Bar-
dol for info – and be sure to include your 
own info in this crucial enterprise.     + 

 

Flowers are given     
In memory of                              By 
Madeline Hitchcock            Bethia Nier 
Ida, Pat, Carol, Ken, Jake    Debby Seifert 
Verna Sanko and Jeanne Fuller  
                                            Donna Fuller 
Lillian & Hjalmar Bengtson,        
 Vivian & Carl Carlson      Carol Carlson 
Tina, Mom and Dad, Senia, Mike  
                                           Anne Bardol 
 In thanksgiving for 
Holy Cross Church            Carol Carlson 
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The Last Word . . .        

One of the ways to make a new year genuinely new is to learn to simply see things differently from our 
usual modes of observation. My own usual modes of observation never included professional hockey 
games before last weekend; but as a ringer in the pickup choir from Praise Cathedral and Holy Cross, 
singing the American and Canadian national anthems at the Erie Otters game, I got a new perspective 
on these songs. I’m a big fan of the tune to our ‘O say, can you see’, an 18th-century drinking song 
called ‘Anacreon in heaven’.   As a national anthem, however, it certainly leaves a lot to be desired.  

 

First, it’s almost impossible for amateurs to sing so that anyone would want to hear it, of course 
(this includes the HC/PC crowd); but its real problem is the sentiments it expresses. Taken in 
context, who would not sympathize with Francis Scott Key, anxiously waiting all night to see if Fort 
McHenry would fall to the British attackers, and his relief that at dawn ‘our flag was still there’? But 
is this rather trivial incident from the War of 1812 (the war that also brought fame up north to 
Oliver Hazard Perry) really worth memorializing every time Americans want to express loyalty to 
their native land?  

 

When you compare it to ‘O Canada’, its difficulties become apparent. When our neighbors to the 
north sing about loyalty to their own native land, it’s not about warfare, violence and conflict. The 
things that glow for Canadians are their hearts, and with ‘true patriot love’, not the ‘red glare’ of 
rockets and bombs. They ask God to make their land ‘glorious and free’. We claim that ours is 
already that way, extolling it as ‘home of the brave’ (as if those British tars bombarding the fort 
were not also brave) and ‘land of the free’ (ignoring the millions of human beings it kept as slaves 
in the very time and place Key was writing, each reckoned as just 3/5 of a real person). 

 

It makes you wonder how much sentiments like these contribute to the making of a nation that still 
treats the descendants of those slaves as less than human, and kills 30,000 of its citizens every year (a 
large majority suicides and toddlers) with those guns we sing about so fondly.  Canadians have their 
own history of violence against Native and Metis (mixed-race) populations (for which the government 
has formally apologized); but they don’t wake up every morning wondering which school, church, syn-
agogue or family celebration is going to get shot up that day, while all of us grimly wait to find out where 
this week’s carnage will occur (not ‘if’, of course, just ‘where’). Could it be that what they sing helps 
create their situation, while what we sing helps create the violence and terror of ours?  
 

America has a national anthem that any Christian could subscribe to without a qualm. It’s called 
‘America the Beautiful’, and it brings tears to my eyes every time I sing its third verse: ‘O beautiful for 
patriot dream, that sees, beyond the years, Thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears.’ 
Those cities undimmed by tears are still only a dream after 150 years; and few of us these days seem to 
define ‘patriotism’ as clinging to that dream and struggling to bring it to fruition. But it’s worth consi-
dering whether what Key called ‘this heaven-rescued land’ might not be different – and a lot better – if 
we re-oriented our patriotism away from the guns that define our whole culture to the rest of the world 
(and those 30,000 dead people), and toward that dream of cities in which no one weeps; if we got love 
for our country and love for God and neighbor into a little better alignment. We Jesus-followers could 
start by calling attention to so seemingly small a thing as what we sing, couldn’t we?             Carol       + 
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+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
          51 West Main Street 
          North East, PA 16428 
 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web at 
www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address to us 
via the ‘contact’ function on the website.   Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church welcomes 
you!  We seek to worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our neighbors near 
and far. 
 

Weekly Calendar 
Sunday  10:30 am -   Holy Eucharist 
       11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship   
            Brunch (third Sunday of month)  

 

Monday   8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
          open meeting         Downstairs lounge                   

 
 

Friday 6 pm   Study and supper  
                                                 Parish hall 

 

Saturday (third)  10 am   Craft Group          
                                                Parish hall                
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Healing and help: the enslaved, abused, homeless, lonely, bereaved; David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter and family, 
Martha, Janet, Jim, Bill, Katie, Carlo, Gloria, Ian, Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Jason, Mia, Nels, Gianna, Peggy, Gayle, 
Susie, Jane, Amber, John and Becky, Owen, Catherine, Ron, Ken, Jim, Ruth, Mark, Marissa, Jan, Bruce, Pat, Dorothy. 
All those in harm’s way: prisoners and captives (especially those under torture); victims of war, terror and disaster; 
Corey, Danny, Morgan, Keith, Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, Cordell, David, Jennifer, Ryan and Jade, Justin, Cydney, 
Mack, Mason, Makayla and all first responders and our armed forces Our church: North East neighbors; our diocese 
and the Anglican Communion; Our nation and the peace of the world  
 

Our church: North East neighbors; our diocese and the Anglican Communion; the persecuted 
 

 
 

                  January Service List 

 

                                              JAN. 5                       JAN. 12                         JAN. 19                       JAN. 26  

 

 

 

Altar guild          Deb Huck               Joanne Hopkins               Lisa Furey                   Debby Seifert      

 

Greeters                                                                     -      Volunteers    -       

 

Lector                     Jane Jones               Tiffany Keith                    Nick Keith               Kelly  McDonald 

 

Chalice                       Lisa Furey                Anne Bardol                    Lisa Furey                    Anne Bardol                                           

 

Coffee                    Debby Seifert             Donna Fuller                     BRUNCH                   Deb Huck                        

Tellers            C. Huck/J. Hopkins     D. Seifert /L. Beach         J. Creed/ volunteer        L. Furey/J. Jones 

 

Trash                            –         Nick and Tiffany Keith          (volunteers needed)     –   
 

Snow                             *    *   Volunteers needed!     *    * 

Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs! 

Please sign up for those still needed on the parish hall table.  

 


